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Emami’s bio-diesel

project in doldrums

PRADIPTA MUKHERIEE =
Kolkata; 17 June
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mnnth by the mmish-y of pe-
troleum; virtually banning the

sale of bio-diesel.

Earlier too, Emami was not
T
cent ue to

ing differences and ‘unfriend-
ig‘ regulations by the govern-
ment on cnmpamﬁ ael]i‘ng
.

g ing to. *4,

'“WE mmdﬂslﬁﬂmmaez

the biodiesel production fa-
clty at Haldia. Worldwide, bio-

diesel is considered H thﬂ

much-touted
sil fuels, but duﬁo'ahfsence

of right policies in India, like too
restrictions on compa
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ulations are not well-defined ei-
ther. Our bio-diesel sales right
now is virtually zero.”
Emami’s bio-diesel plant at
Halﬂiahnsanhstaﬂﬂd ﬂci-

plying 90 tonne per mnnth to
Calcutta Tramways Corpora-
tion (CTC) in February.

miriary of ptrolea, T el
also sh:pped buying from us,”
Agarwal said.

The ‘am::}m:g’ circular (No.
P-45011/17/2009) issued by the
ministry, requested state gov-
ernments to “ensure that unau-
thorised sale and possession of
bio-diesel in the market is
checked and eliminated. Bio-
Diesel Association of India pres-
ident Sandeep Eﬂmmﬁ said,
“The circular is not only strange

but seriously jeopardises the
entire ho«di&nelmdustrythat

secretary,
10C has requested the state
to check the sale of bio-diesel
in the state. "We have just for-
warded the ministry’s circular
to the state government to en-
sure that producers meet the
bio-diesel standard, We, in fact,

want wider use of bio-diesel,

The Emamibicliesetfastory inost Benga] "

which would teduse crude oil
imports,” said Debashish Sen,
TOC executive director and state
Iml coordinator for oil com-

By
%
to set upai least six hmfuel dis-
pensing stations. But the Fire
Brigade just could not issue

us the clearance certificates
as bio-diesel finds no mention

‘in their manual. The Fire

Hﬂgadg‘s clearance is manda-
tory to set up such stations," said
Aditya Agarwal of Emami,

had identified locations in Bal-
asore in Orissa and at Haldia in
West Bengal. The cost of setting
up each dispensing unit had
worked out to close to Rs 3 lakh,
plus the land cost.

Emami had managed to
taste success in running both
generator sets and cars on 100
per cent biofuel,

According to P K Chat-
topadhyay, managing director
of CTC, “We started running
a few of ourvehicles on trial
with Emami's biodiesel from

eariyl?ebrualyandhainmced

35 per cent improvement in
smnkewlua ‘We were there-
fore looking at uninterrupted
mpp!ynfhm-diﬁelﬁ‘nm Ema-
mi. There were other compa-
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Emami was selling it at the
'cimapestpnce.
Emami’s bio-diesel was

h [

pﬁmﬂ'ntﬂe 1- 1.50 more than
diesel. So one litre of biodiesel
used to cost close to Rs 31.50.
The price varied depending an
increase in fuel price hike.
rding to Agarwal, Ema-
selling hio-diesel
at alower price. This is contrary
to international practice where
consumers buy bio-diesel at a
premitum to use it in their ve-
hicles. He said, un]essthegw-
ernment modified its price

sellnghm—c&zse],
its production would become
unviable. .

'Emami Biotech's bio-diesel
production facility at Haldia was
set up ata cost of Rs 150 crore,
Bulk of the production eq
mmmmwm
mat Belstra, an Italian Belgian
joint venture company.

An additional amount of Rs
100 crore has been invested
at the same facility for produc-
ing edible oil. The production
Esidue ﬁfedihleaﬂwﬂl be used

r preparing bio-diesel,

“Our plans for edible oil are
on track. We are selling in bulk
to companies, and we also have
plans to retail our edible oil in
one year,” Agarwal informed.

Bio diesel is a diesel-equiv-
alent, processed fuel derived
from biological sources (such
asvegetable oils), which can be
used in unmadified diesel-en-
gine vehicles, Diesel engines re-
quire no modification to have a
20 per cent bio-diesel blend with
normal diesel just like water
blends with water.
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