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A packed Taj Bengal Crystal Room al-
most cowered as Amit Mitra thundered:
“Where are the naysayers?” And then
wenton toassert that West Bengal is very
firmly on the path of economic and in-
dustrial recovery with growth so far out-
stripping national growth rates by miles
ters like industrialisa-

Apartmun the odd person, anybody on
the city’s Wha's Who corporate list was

Every event has amoment that literally

daﬂnes it. On Thursday evening, it was

Bengal's finance, commerce

minister handed over the

. wgend award for lifetime achievement

to Basant Kumar Birla. Ramrod straight
evenatablessed 93 years, Birla

over 2300 crore! Even Mitra was to con-
fess later how emotional themomenthad
beenforhim, “Ifeltsodeeply honouredto

present him with theaward," hesaid.
There was almost the entire Birla fam-
ily pmsentasthe legend camedown—SK
Birla and his wife Sumangala, Nirmala
Bidn. wifeof thelate GP Birla, Rajashree
Birla, motherof KumarMangalam Birla,
Mohta and Khai-

the three steps to the podium to receive
the award and the felicitations that fol-
lowed, even as the audience stood to a
mmglvethedoyenaréwmdinawa

- Itwusahumbnngmomemmrmanyof
them too. “To think of all that he has
achieved in his life — it makes me feel so
insignificant and we talk of ego!” said an
industrialist who preferred to be re-

~ ferred to as one whose business is just

tan — the two daughters of Basant Ku-
mar — and their daughters Maitree Kan-
doi and Vidula Jalan along with their

husbands.

And, of course, there was Sarala Birla,
who said “congratulations” as her hus-
band BK reached her and took the chair
by her side. Next up on stage to get felici-
tated was Sarala Birla herself and as she

‘ic;ggg:mnwum;mnwwwnm-.

ThaawardsrakwdandAmitMitrugnve
them all away. Best financial perform-
ance wasawarded to Ghanshyam Mishra
& Sons (sub-2300 crore), RS Software In-

(2300 crore1,000 crore) and Emami
Litd (above 21,000 crore). Fastest growing
company award went to Vedant Fashions
Pvt Ltd (sub300 crore), Flexituff Inter-
national (300 crore 1,000 crore) and
Srei Equipment Finance Ltd (above
21,000 crore). The highest job creator
award went to Maheshwari Mining Pvt

Ltd (sub-z300 crore), Apollo Gleneagles
Hospital Ltd (2300 crore-21,000 crore) and
Himadri Chemicals & Industries Ltd
(above 1,000 crore). The best CSR idea
award went to Bandhan.

ki n the RP-Sanjiv

cisions getting taken quicker and man-
day losses becol
with a proactive

lutely detemunedtoxpeeﬂupthepmcess \

of industrialisationof thestate.

Ambuja Group Chairman Harsh Neotia

spoke about how the state government,
after overcoming the initial inertia, got
itsact together. “We expect far more rap-
id progress and more activity on the
ground once the Lok Sabha elections get
over,” he said. Usha Martin Chairman
Prashant Jhawar spoke about the ties
thathisgroup has had with BK Birla.
Addressing Bengal Inc, so to say, Amit
Mitra minced no words. He said that the
governhment was giving all projects fast-
track clearance and rattled off instances
where it has done so M “Aﬁe"t‘lkie

ing over charge as industry minister,
state cabinet has pamd land allot-
ments from the reservoir of 3,500 acres

available in various industrial pll'k&
Land is being allotted through a frans-
parent process. Some 8,000 square feetar-
ea for bus terminuses is now beh\ff::;

highest
parency being followed at the govern-
ment,” said Mitra.
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to improve despite a ¥2-lakh-crore debt
andanlmerestbm\nnof 228,000 crore

“will im) fr-

Goenka Gmup Chairman Sanjiv Goenka
ﬁ haw Bengal is beginning to change,
lssuaq_m getting resolved faster, de-

prove
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